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The  2007 season started and finished a little slow due to nasty weather conditions, but in between   
the first and last tournaments, plenty of fish were caught, tagged, and released.   In the 2007 club 
tournament season we released 43 blue marlin, 12 White Marlin, 2 Sailfish, and 5 swordfish.   
When the points were counted, Jon Gonsoulin’s Done Deal (pictured below in Panama) was the 
Top Boat with 6,283 points including 8 Blue Marlin, which awarded the Done Deal the “Most Blue 
Marlin Boat Award”.   The Done Deal caught four of their blues in the Ladies Tournament and 
caught a white marlin and a sailfish, during the season.  Rene Cross’ Miss Remy placed second in 
boat points and caught four blue marlin during the Labor Day Tournament, for which the Miss 

Remy received a Special Citation.  
Last Year’s First Place boat, the 
Southern Cross, finished in third this 
year, including 4 blue marlin in the 
First Club Tournament.  In fact, 
Lionel Sutton caught three of those 4 
blues during that tournament , allowing him to win the Blue Marlin Angler Award for most blue mar-

lin caught by a sin-
gle angler during 
the season.    

Phyllis Foster, 
aboard the Mari-
posa, took top hon-
ors with the Club’s 
2008 Angler of the 
Year, besting Lionel 
Sutton by only 15-
points, a very close 
finish.   Phyllis won 

the top wahoo award and husband Bill won top tuna.  Unfortunately, the Foster’s could not attend 
the awards ceremony, so Jimmy Gele spent the evening accepting awards for that fishing pair.   
Rene Cross won top dolphin with his 35-pound bull.   

The trophies were presented at the Club’s Award Ceremony on May 
17th at the Metairie Country Club.  It was a perfect night to have a 
cocktail, tell fish stories, and talk about the upcoming season.                         

2007 Season is Over — Done Deal! 
2008 Tournament 

Dates: 

• Memorial Day—May 
24th, 25th 

• N.O. Invitational - 
June 13th, 14th 

• 4th of July Tourna-
ment —July 4th, 5th  

• Ladies Tourna-
ment—July 18th, 
19st 

• Grand Isle Tarpon 
Rodeo — July 25th, 
26th 

• N.O. Youth Tourna-
ment — August 8th, 
9th 

• Labor Day Tourna-
ment—August 30th, 
31st 
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Mouth of the River 

Our website is: 

www.nobgfc.com 

2008 NOBGFC Things 
to Do: 

1. Pay your Dues 

2. Sharpen your hooks 

3. Fish the Tourna-
ments 

4. Build a Clubhouse 

5. Get Involved 

6. Recruit New Mem-
bers 

 2007 Overall Boat Points 

1 Done Deal 6283 

2 Miss Remy 4008 

3 Southern Cross 3649 

4 Miss Mary 3291 

5 High Risk 1965 

6 Mariposa 1823 

7 Annette C 1149 

8 Tia II 1093 

9 Big Blue 1025 

10 Rocket 782 

Jon Gonsoulin accepts the Top Boat Award, Most 
Blue Marlin Boat Award, and a Special Citation for 4 
blue marlin in the Ladies Tournament.  
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NOBGFC ANNUAL AWARDS 2007 SEASON 

Blue Marlin Boat Award   Done Deal - 8 Blue Marlin 

Angling Champion    Phyllis Foster (Aboard Mariposa) 

Blue Marlin Angler Award  Lionel Sutton (3 Blue Marlin Aboard Southern Cross) 

Largest Tuna Bill Foster – 30# 

Largest Wahoo    Phyllis Foster – 43# 

Largest Dolphin    Rene Cross – 35# 

Special Citations 

This year, the Club had three boats that caught four blue marlin in three separate tourna-
ments.  This is a very impressive accomplishment for any boat and we are extremely proud of 

our anglers aboard the Done Deal, Miss Remy, and Southern Cross, excellent job! 

• Done Deal – Four Blue Marlin in the Ladies Tournament 

• Miss Remy – Four Blue Marlin in the Labor Day Tournament 

• Southern Cross – Four Blue Marlin in the 1
st

 Regular Tournament 

Jackie Gonsoulin accepts the Katy’s Cup Award for the 
Done Deal given to the 1st Place Angler in the Ladies 
Tournament. 

Jimmy Gele accepts the Club’s Angler of the Year Award 
for Phyllis Foster, who could not attend.  Bobby Green and 
Jacque Kuchta both offered to hold the trophy at their 
houses until Phyllis could pick it up.  Bill and Phyllis Foster 
won largest wahoo and tuna awards respectively, along 
with placing in three of the tournaments.   
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Memorial Day Tournament - no billfish caught Grand Isle Tournament – no billfish caught 

           

1
st

 Regular Tournament – June 8th – 9th   2
nd

 Regular Tournament - August 10th – 11th 

1. Southern Cross    1. High Risk    

2. Miss Remy     2. Rocket    

      3. Big Boyd    

New Orleans Invitational Tournament       

1. High Risk     Empire South Pass Tournament  

2. Bad Habit     1. Done Deal    

3. Ms. T      2. Southern Cross   

      3. Mariposa    

July 4
th

 Tournament         

1. Done Deal     Labor Day Tournament   

2. Annette C     1. Miss Remy    

3. Mariposa     2. Miss Mary    

      3. Mariposa    

Ladies Tournament         

1. Done Deal     Last Tournament September 15th & 16th  

2. Miss Mary     no billfish caught     

3. Big Blue          

NOBGFC 2007 TOURNAMENT RESULTS 

Rene Cross is presented with a Special Citation for 4 
Blue Marlin in the Labor Day Tournament.  The Miss 
Remy won Second Place in annual points. 

Rod Willhoft accepts the Miss Mary’s Top 10 Boat 
Award and placed second in the Ladies and Labor 
Day Tournaments. 
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Our Club’s Status Changed—Donations Welcomed! 

The Board approved changing the club’s status from a 501c7 to a 501c3 or a charitable organization, which may not 
mean much to you, but means plenty to the IRS and the Club.  According to out treasurer, Joe Childress, the NOBGFC 
will be able to accept tax deductible gifts from members and their estates.  This is very important as we are in the midst 
of our capital campaign to rebuild the clubhouse.  As with anything provided by the IRS, this status change comes with 
strings that must be adhered to in order to qualify as a charitable organization.  I am not an accountant, but basically, 
the three IRS tests are research, philanthropic, or historic.  We feel that the Club qualifies based on its billfish research 
and data collection and its historic place as the oldest Big Game Club in the Gulf of Mexico.  In order to meet these 
tests, we will post our historic archives on our website at www.nobgfc.com and continue to collect and distribute billfish 
tagging data.   

In addition to these criteria, the board approved to add a Youth Tournament with a portion of the proceeds donated to a 
charitable organization of our choice, which could be Children’s Hospital, The Billfish Foundation, or IGFA among oth-
ers.  We hope that this tournament grows to be as successful as the Ladies Tournament and Invitational.  The Youth 
Tournament should help us qualify for the 501c3 status, expose our children and their friends to big game fishing, and 
become a fun, family oriented event for all of us.   

Tax deductible donations to the club could significantly improve the economics of our new clubhouse project by dra-
matically lowering the amount of money we will borrow.  The board hopes that the IRS status change attracts donations 
that will preserve the legacy and traditions of our historic club and as our accountant says, “Its better to give it to a char-
ity, rather than the IRS” and what better charity to give to than the New Orleans Big Game Fishing Club?      

Memorial Day Tournament Results 

A few boats fished our first tournament of the year, but fishing was slow.  
The Surprise caught the season’s first billfish and takes 1st Place with Dr. 
Coy tagging a blue marlin on 80# test.  Miss Remy caught a 32# dolphin on 
50#. 

Visit Our New Website at 

www.NOBGFC.com 

We enlisted a web consultant in the off-
season to revamp our website to make it 
more user friendly and maintain its con-
tent.  The website will act as a digital gal-
lery highlighting our historical photos as 
well as current info, like tournament news, 
results, and current standings.  This will 
also help us comply with our IRS qualifi-
cations as a historical group.  We wel-
come your info, photos, and stories, so 
please forward them to char-
liec@howardweil.com and I will have 
them posted.  The website has the tourna-
ment schedule, rules, clubhouse project, 
and a small photo gallery that we need to 
fill up.  However, it is still under construc-
tion, so we will be adding content regu-
larly.  Remember that this is your website, 
so any suggestions are welcomed.      

Fish The Invitational! 

We are hosting the Invitational in Cypress Cove Marina in Venice on June 
13th and 14th.  The Captain’s meeting and seafood boil will be held on Thurs-
day, June 12th at 5:30 pm in Cypress Cove with dinner served at 5pm.  The 
format is all catch and release with a single 80# line class and video required 
of the tag in the billfish as proof legal release.  The entry fee is $1000 per 
boat and I hear there will be a calcutta.  The awards ceremony and dinner 
will be Saturday night at 7pm.  Boats do not need to leave Venice, but will 
have to weigh fish and present their video tapes at the weight in.   

 
All interested parties can contact me at my office 504.582.2557 or my cell at 
504.237.4030 or contact Gino Rendeiro at 504.529.5100.  Updates will be 
posted on our website at www.nobgfc.com.  Entry fees can be mailed to my 
attention at : Charlie Caplinger 1100 Poydras Street, Suite 3500, New Or-
leans, Louisiana 70163.  If the check is going to be late, please bring it to the 
captain’s meeting. 
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Clubhouse Project 

The Clubhouse Project continues to move forward, but slower than expected.  I get asked the question every time I walk 
the docks, “When is the clubhouse going to be built?” and have to answer as soon as we get to 100 members.  I feel as 
soon as we clear the site and prepare it for pile driving, we will have to restrict the number of members as it will be the 
best  clubhouse on the Gulf and certainly closest to the best fishing.  Getting to that point has been the challenge as part 
of the membership wants the new facility in Venice, part wants a facility in Port Eads, and part doesn’t seem to care.   

Well my reply is why not have it all?  Why can’t we have the best facility on the Gulf, one that is open year round, and 
that you can drive to?  Why can’t we have a gathering place and lay up facility in Port Eads as well?  The clubhouse pro-
posal attempts to make it as affordable as possible for all with a $3000 assessment and dues around $1250/year.  This 
clubhouse would be our repository for our historic pictures, awards, and charts.  It would be our meeting place, our start-
ing line, and our weigh in location.  It will be our identity and the place our children and grandchildren tell stories about.   

Port Eads does not have to go away, in fact we are working with the parish and lobbying to rebuild it.  Although in such a 
remote location, Port Eads will be the lay over facility during tournaments and a convenient refuge to ride out squalls.  
The costs associated with building and operating a clubhouse at Port Eads make it prohibitive, even for a seasonal facil-
ity.  The Port Eads component of the club will continue to evolve as we learn more from the parish and FEMA. 

There are plenty of fisherman and will always have a shortage of land in Venice.  Not only will our new clubhouse be a 
source of pride for us to use, but will certainly be appealing to the younger fishermen that fish in open boats and do not 
have camps or condos.  To them, the clubhouse will be an ideal solution to the problem of owning in Venice.  Our mem-
bers will be able to drive to the clubhouse all year to enjoy the very best hunting and fishing in the country, have a drink 
and a nice meal, enjoy the club’s camaraderie, and go home when the trip is over.      

We hope that more members agree that this path is the best for the future of the club.  We continue to build a list of new 
member candidates and encourage each member to talk up the club, the clubhouse, and forward candidates to us.  By 
the end of the summer, we should know who will participate in the clubhouse and how many new members will need to 
move forward to the future.  Please join us to rebuild the clubhouse and the club.    

   
 



1100 Poydras Street 
Suite 3500 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70163 

Newsletter Contact Info: 
Charlie Caplinger 
Phone: 504.582.2557 
Fax: 504.582.2451 
E-mail: charliec@howardweil.com 

The New Orleans Big Game Fishing Club is a private 

club whose members share a passion for fishing the 

waters in the northern Gulf of Mexico in search of 

many species of billfish, tuna, wahoo, and dolphin. The 

NOBGFC prides itself in one of the highest catch and 

release ratios of similar such clubs, and our efforts over 

many years have been widely recognized in conserva-

tion circles for the collection of very valuable scientific 

data on many of these highly migratory species, espe-

cially regarding blue and white marlin. Our Club mem-

bers have enjoyed a rich 40 year history of fishing, fun, 

and friendships and we look forward to many more 

years of fish tales and fun beyond the waters of South 

Pass.  

N E W  O R L E A N S  B I G  G A M E  

F I S H I N G  C L U B  

Mouth of the River 

www.nobgfc.com 

1100 Poydras Street 
Suite 3500 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70163 


